
Using ASTM Standards Online 
 
 
The ASTM Standards online version is brought to you by IHS Engineering Resource Center (ERC).  This 
resource will only allow access to the full-text of current standards.  If you are looking for a standard that is 
inactive, the database will bring up an option to purchase – do not purchase without first checking for access via 
the OSU Libraries – the ASTM Standards books are available back to 1939. 
 

Connect to ASTM Standards Online 
 
When you access the ASTM Standards, the first page will look like this: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notes 
 

 
This resource will search for standards from various organizations.  Only current ASTM 
standards are available to OSU users as part of the subscription.  All other standards will ask 
for a payment to acquire.  Do not pay for a standard without speaking to a librarian first about 
alternate means of access.  Click on the “My Subscription” box to access only items available 
to OSU users. 

 
 

Need More Help? 
 

You may ask for assistance at the Science and Engineering Library, contact the reference desk at 614-292-3022, 
or contact the Danny Dotson (dotson.77@osu.edu) or Bill Opperman (opperman.9@osu.edu).  

 
 
 

Click on IHS 
Standards Expert 
to access the ASTM 
Standards. 

http://proxy.lib.ohio-state.edu/login?url=https://login.ihserc.com/login/erc?


 
The Search Screen 

 
On the main search screen, you have options to search by document number or text.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Filters 
 
Found below the search boxes, use these to limit your searches.  Note that only Active ASTM 
standards are available to OSU Users.  Inactive ASTM Standards are available in print via the 
OSU Libraries and other items are selectively available locally or available via Interlibrary 
Services.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Usually, 
you will 
want to do 
a text 
search or 
search by 
document 
number.  
These are  
available at 
the top of 
the screen. 

Clicking this box searches full-text. 

Check the “My Subscription” box to see only items available to OSU users. 



 
 

Document Number Search 
 
When doing a Doc No search, you may either enter the full document number or a partial document number 
followed by an asterisk *.  For example, a search for D56* will give the following list of results: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Search Tips:  
 

• You can enter as little of the number as you want.  D5* will give you all the documents with a number 
beginning D5. 

 
• If you are only interested in active/current ASTM standards, choose “My Subscription” when doing 

your search.  Remember – OSU has the print access to older ASTM standards! 
 

• You may also find non-ASTM standards via a Doc No search.  These will ask you to purchase – contact 
the library to check for access before purchasing anything. 

 
• Check the help menu for assistance with Doc No searching. 

 
 

 
 

Clicking on the View 
icon will take you to a 
PDF of the document. 

Clicking on the Order icon will take you to 
options for purchasing – don’t purchase 
without checking with the library for 
alternative access first! 



 
Text Search 

 
If you are interested only in ASTM standards, it is recommended that you choose “My Subscription” below the 
search boxes before searching.  Otherwise, you are likely to get many more hits to content OSU does not 
subscribe to. 
 
The default search looks for words in the title and abstracts of standards.  To search the full-text, check the “All 
Document Text” box.  All of the words entered in the box must be present.   
 
You may use the asterisk * to replace text.  For example, a search for duct* will give you: 
 

 
 
Search Tips 
 

• The more you enter, the fewer your results.  Expand or narrow your search as needed to find standards 
on your topic – and think about possible synonyms or similar terms that may be used (concrete and 
cement, for example). 

 
• Searching the full document text (by checking “All Document Text” box) will give you more results. 

 
• Go to Help for more information on text searching. 

 
 

Results List 
 
Note that the results list also gives you the document date and sometimes also information on reapprovals  
(R followed by a year) and edits (E followed by a year).   
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