ENGLISH 110: PRIMARY/SECONDARY SOURCES


The Problem with Definitions
A fairly typical definition of a “primary” source is “an original document or account that is not about another document or account but stands on its own”.  For instance, novels, diaries, or other creative work, raw social science data, television advertisements, or interviews commonly are considered primary sources. “Secondary” sources “are ones that interpret primary sources or are otherwise a step removed”.  Usually, scholarly books, journal articles, and magazine and news reports that interpret primary sources are considered secondary sources.
Unfortunately--especially in a class where you are doing rhetorical analysis—what might be a secondary source in one context can be a primary source in another.  It all depends on where you’re focusing your analysis.
Here’s an example:

A speech by Barack Obama normally would be classified as a primary source.  A commentary on that interview on Rush Limbaugh’s radio show would be classified as a secondary source.  But if you’re writing an analysis of Rush Limbaugh’s word choice that commentary becomes your primary source, and your written rhetorical analysis becomes a secondary source.

	PRIMARY
	SECONDARY

	Speech by Barack Obama
	Commentary on Obama’s speech by Rush Limbaugh


	PRIMARY
	SECONDARY

	Commentary on Obama’s speech by Rush Limbaugh
	Your rhetorical analysis of Limbaugh’s commentary on Obama’s speech 


Primary/Secondary Information Sources
Here are some sample research questions, along with suggestions for primary sources for rhetorical analysis, and secondary sources that might accompany the rhetorical analysis of your primary sources.

Research Question #1: 
In what ways can sudden celebrity bless or curse people like Susan Boyle, the Gosselins, and Michael Phelps?
Primary Source Suggestions:

· Cover of Sports Illustrated with Michael Phelps wearing all his medals http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/multimedia/photo_gallery/0808/oly.michael.phelps.covers/content.1.html
· Cover of Sports Illustrated with Michael Phelps, Sportsman of the Year, wearing wet tux shirt http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2008/magazine/specials/sportsman/2008/12/01/sportsman.2008/index.html 

Secondary Source Suggestions: 

· York, Emily Bryson, and Jeremy Mullman.. "Phelps Brand Takes a Hit." Advertising Age 80.5 (09 Feb. 2009): 1-24. Communication & Mass Media Complete. EBSCO. Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus, OH. 23 Aug. 2009 <http://proxy.lib.ohio-state.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ufh&AN=36462710&site=ehost-live>.

· Sanderson, Jimmy. "The Blog is Serving Its Purpose: Self-Presentation Strategies on." Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication 13.4 (July 2008): 912-936. Communication & Mass Media Complete. EBSCO. Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus, OH. 23 Aug. 2009 <http://proxy.lib.ohio-state.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ufh&AN=34137233&site=ehost-live>.

Research Question #2:

To what extent can social networks such as Twitter and Facebook actually isolate people from one another?

Primary Source Suggestions:
· Facebook page: “Ohio State Football”: http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=%22ohio+state+football%22&init=quick#/group.php?gid=2204674033&ref=search&sid=12448826.910819171..1
· Twitter page “Hockeymom64”: http://twitter.com/hockeymom64
Secondary Source Suggestions:

· Tsoulis-Reay, Alexa. “OMG I'M ONLINE…AGAIN! MySpace, MSN and the Everyday Mediation of Girls." Screen Education (Mar. 2009): 48-55. Communication & Mass Media Complete. EBSCO. Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus, OH. 23 Aug. 2009 <http://proxy.lib.ohio-state.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ufh&AN=37292327&site=ehost-live>.
· Crawford, Kate. "Following you: Disciplines of listening in social media." Continuum: Journal of Media & Cultural Studies 23.4 (Aug. 2009): 525-535. Communication & Mass Media Complete. EBSCO. Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus, OH. 23 Aug. 2009 <http://proxy.lib.ohio-state.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ufh&AN=43388129&site=ehost-live>.
Research Question #3:

In what ways have the battles surrounding health care reform blurred the line between America’s real and imagined fears of death?
Primary Source Suggestions:

· Sen. Charles Grassley, “We’re not gonna let the government pull the plug on Grandma” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2xVamHocZk
· “Caroline’s Cancer Blog” http://carolinemfr.blogspot.com/ 
Secondary Source Suggestions:

· Hospice (Hospice Net, Inc) http://www.hospicenet.org/index.html
· A Basis Is Seen for Some Health Plan Fears Among the Elderly
The New York Times, August 21, 2009 Friday, Section A; Column 0; National Desk; Pg. 19, 989 words, By ROBERT PEAR. LexisNexis Academic. Ohio State University Libraries, Columbus, OH. Aug. 2009 < http://library.ohio-state.edu/record=e1000031~S1>. 
Finding Primary Resources—A Few Suggestions

PRINT

Vital Speeches of the Day

Vital Speeches of the Day is a journal that has provided full text coverage of speeches by public leaders, first in print now online, since 1934. To access Vital Speeches of the Day:

· Go to the OSUL site (http://library.osu.edu)

· Make sure to complete “Sign-in from Off-Campus” if appropriate

· Click on “Research Databases”

· Enter “Academic Search Complete” and click “FIND”

· Click on “Academic Search Complete [Selected Articles in Full Text])
· Select “Advanced Search”.
· Enter “Vital Speeches of the Day” in the first text box

· Choose “SO Journal Name” from the dropdown menu

· Enter topic in the next text box (leave dropdown menu as it is)

· Click “Search”

The speeches will appear below the search boxes, sorted by date (most recent first). 

Oxford African American Studies Center

The Oxford African American Studies Center is a “comprehensive collection of scholarship focused on the lives and events which have shaped African American and African history and culture, coupled with precise search and browse capabilities.” It features over 100 primary text resources, as well as images and more.  To access the Oxford African American Studies Center:

· Go to the OSUL site (http://library.osu.edu)

· Make sure to complete “Sign-in from Off-Campus” if appropriate

· Click on “Research Databases”

· Enter “Oxford African American Studies Center” and click “FIND”

· Click on “Oxford African American Studies Center”

· From the homepage, click on “Browse”

· Choose “Primary Sources”

Newspaper Source (for editorials, commentary, and some speeches)

“Provides full text for 245 regional U.S. newspapers, eighteen international newspapers, six newswires, and nine newspaper columns, The Christian Science Monitor, and The Los Angeles Times”.  To access Newspaper Source:

· Go to the OSUL site (http://library.osu.edu)

· Make sure to complete “Sign-in from Off-Campus” if appropriate

· Click on “Research Databases”

· Enter “Newspaper Source” and click “FIND”

· Click on “Newspaper Source [Selected Articles in Full Text]”
· Click “Advanced Search”.
· Type in your search word(s) in the text boxes

· Choose “Editorial” (or “Speech”) in the “Document Type” box (you can select more than one type if you hold down the control key)

· Click “Search”

For additional newspaper sources:

· Go to the OSUL site (http://library.osu.edu)

· Make sure to complete “Sign-in from Off-Campus” if appropriate

· Click on “Research Databases”

· Instead of typing something into the text box, choose “Newspapers” from the “Databases arranged by subject” list on the right.
Note: Ethnic Newswatch is especially interesting because it provides full-text articles from ethnic newspapers and covers a number of topics and viewpoints not covered by the mainstream press.

OSU Libraries Catalog

To search for primary print resources in the library catalog, try adding one of these sub-headings to a Library of Congress Subject Heading or a key word.
· Correspondence (e.g., Soldiers--New England--Correspondence)

· Personal narratives (e.g., China—History—Cultural Revolution, 1966-1976—Personal narratives)

· Biography (e.g., Refugees—United States—Biography)

· Sources (e.g., Women—United States—Social conditions—Sources)

NON-PRINT/MULTIMEDIA

Helpful OSU Libraries databases:

AccuNet/AP Multimedia Archive

AccuNet/AP Multimedia Archive is a collection of pictures, graphics, text, and audio from the Associated Press. It contains roughly 750,000 of the AP’s best pictures, dating back to a circa-1840 photograph of Alexander Twilight, the first African-American to earn a college degree.
To access the AP Images:

· Go to the OSUL site (http://library.osu.edu)

· Make sure to complete “Sign-in from Off-Campus” if appropriate

· Click on “Research Databases”

· Enter “AP” and click “FIND”

· Click on “AP Images”

· Enter search term(s) in the search box at the top of the screen, or browse by category (e.g., “Showcase,” “World,” “Entertainment”)

Digital Media Center (OhioLINK)

The OhioLINK Digital Media Center is comprised of several components, including Art and Architecture Images; Digital Videos; History and Archives (National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, Lake Erie's Yesterdays, Wright Brothers Collection, Kent State Shootings Oral Histories, E. W. Scripps Papers), and more.
· Go to the OSUL site (http://library.osu.edu)

· Make sure to complete “Sign-in from Off-Campus” if appropriate

· Click on “Research Databases”

· Enter “Digital Media Center” and click “FIND”

· Click on “Digital Media Center (OhioLINK)”

· Browse by subject (e.g., “Art & Architecture,” “Multi-Subject Videos”)

Popular Web Aids:

YouTube

YouTube is a good source for just about any kind of video you can imagine. When accessing information on YouTube, remember that you might not be seeing the original, unedited version.

· Go to  http://www.youtube.com/
· Enter your search term(s) in the text box at the top of the screen and click “Search”

· Pertinent video results will be listed; once you click on a possible source, you can then use the “Related” tab (to the right of the video window) to find related videos

· Instead of searching the video pool, you can browse by category by choosing the “Videos” tab at the top of the screen (categories are listed on the left)

Google Image Search

Google Images is similar to YouTube, in that you can find just about any kind of image you’re looking for by just entering your search term(s) into the Google search box. A Google Image search is especially helpful if you know, generally, what kind of image you’re looking for (“child labor”), but you don’t have any specific resource to look to for the information.

· Go to http://images.google.com/imghp?tab=wi
· Enter your search term(s) into the search box and click “Search Images”

· Pertinent image results will be listed

· Clicking on the image will take you to the source website, but a link to the image via Google Images will still be available at the top of your screen

Library of Congress American Memory

“American Memory provides free and open access through the Internet to written and spoken words, sound recordings, still and moving images, prints, maps, and sheet music that document the American experience.”  Divided into over 100 thematic collections, digitized materials include photographs, recordings, posters, pamphlets, maps, theater handbills, and just about anything else you could imagine that documents American history and culture.

· Go to http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 

· Click on “List all collections” (at bottom of screen).

Photobucket

From http://photobucket.com/about:

“Photobucket is the most popular site on the Internet for uploading, sharing, linking and finding photos, videos, and graphics…users [can] browse through Photobucket's huge online library of photos and videos to find the latest most popular user generated content.”

· Go to http://www.photobucket.com/
· Enter your search term(s) into the search box and click “Search”
Flickr

From http://www.flickr.com/:

Flickr is a photo-sharing site that allows you to limit your search to thousands of photos that you can download, reuse, and modify according to “Creative Commons” licenses assigned by the photographer.
· Go to http://www.flickr.com/ 
· Enter your search term(s), e.g., children and pumpkins, in the search box.  Click “Advanced Search”.
· At bottom of screen select “Only search within Creative Commons-licensed content” then “Search” in order to find photos that you can re-use (with no or with some degree of limitation).
· Click on the photo thumbnail to go to the additional information screen. Near bottom right you will see Creative Commons icon. Click to view fair use availability.

Creative Commons
From http://search.creativecommons.org/ 

Creative Commons is an organization that allow both text and media creators to license their own work, allowing others some opportunities to re-use, modify, build upon, or sometimes even use for commercial purposes.  It has a search engine that allows you to find content that you can use to search several sites, e.g., Flickr, for materials that you can use in your own work provided you credit the original creator.

· Go to http://search.creativecommons.org/ 

· Enter your search terms in the text box at the top, then mark the “Search for works that I can modify, adapt, or build upon” box.  Click “Go”.

· You also can select tabs to search specific sites, such as Flickr.

Web Tips:

Advertisements

If you have a specific ad in mind, your best bet is to go to the company website responsible for the product. For example:

· Go to http://www.apple.com/getamac/ads/ to see the “Get a Mac” ads (with the “I’m a Mac” and “I’m a PC” guys)

· Ads are listed by title

· Go to http://www.geico.com/video/ to access Geico ads (e.g., “Gecko,” “Caveman,” “Eras”)

· Ads are listed by category

· Go to http://www.sierramist.com/ to access Sierra Mist ads

· Choose “TV ADS” – ads are listed by title

By going to the company website for the advertisement, you know you are seeing the full, unedited version.

Television

If you’re looking for various television multimedia (video clips, images, audio clips), try going to the broadcasting network website first. For example:
· Go to http://www.comedycentral.com/shows/the_colbert_report/index.jhtml to access The Colbert Report video clips (including “The Word”) and various other multimedia

· Go to http://www.pbs.org/ to find information about current and past PBS broadcasts (video clips and print resources available)
· Go to http://www.hulu.com to find network TV clips.

· Go to http://www.youtube.com to find everything from homemade videos to vintage footage to TV and movie clips. 
Film

If you’re looking for film clips/trailers, try going to the studio website first to see if they offer the trailer there. Also, lots of movies have their own websites, independent from the studio, and they oftentimes offer the trailer there. If you can’t find the trailer using either of these two options, here are two websites that might help:
· http://imdb.com/ (Internet Movie Database)

· Enter the title of the movie in the search box

· Click “Go”

· Click on “Trailers” (under “Top Links” on the left side of the screen)

· Usually the trailer is offered in a multitude of formats (Windows Media Player, RealPlayer, Quicktime, etc.)

· http://movies.go.com/ (movies.com)

· Click on “Trailers & Clips”

· You can choose from the “Top-Viewed Trailers,” “Must-See Video,” or “Browse All Trailers”

Music Lyrics

Lots of musicians/bands offer their lyrics via their own website. Try this first. You’ll be sure to get the whole song, with the correct lyrics, if you get it straight from the artist. If the lyrics aren’t available from the musician/band web site, try looking for a reputable archiving site. For example, http://www.bemydemon.org/ archives Wilco and Wilco-related song lyrics. Usually archiving sites that are devoted to one artist are much more invested in accuracy and integrity than the sites that deal with a multitude of artists and genres. However, if you can’t seem to find what you’re looking for via the musician/band web site or a related archiving site, here are some websites that might help:

· http://www.lyrics.com/
· http://www.songlyrics.com/
· http://www.elyrics.net/
· http://www.azlyrics.com/
· http://www.lyricsfreak.com/
All of these sites offer search capabilities, and most offer ways to browse by artist and/or genre.

*Note: If you do get your lyrics from one of these “wholesale” sites, make sure to check for accuracy!
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