ENGLISH 110: TIPS FOR USING OSU LIBRARIES RESEARCH DATABASES
1. Note: Your starting place for accessing the Research Databases will be changing because the OSU Libraries web site is going to change.  Your instructor will show you how to get started. 
2. If you’re off-campus, be sure to click the “Off-campus Sign-in” link either on the library navigation bar or on the information screen about a particular database.

3. Academic Search Complete is a good place to begin.  It covers a wide variety of topics, from both popular magazines and scholarly journals.  It also will allow you to limit your search to “peer-reviewed” articles.  (Many other databases have this feature, too.)

4. Not finding enough? Switch to a subject-specific database (listed under “Databases arranged by subject” on right of the “Research Databases” screen.  For English 110, Communication and Mass Media Complete is often helpful, especially if your topic relates to advertising, film, television, social networking, etc.  Hint:  The databases listed under “Langage and Literature” usually will not be the most helpful for the topics you’re writing about in English 110.

5. Depending on your topic, you may want to try indexes/abstracts that are available only in print.  You may want to go back to print indexes when you want contemporary coverage of an historical event, for example, the Kent State shootings in 1970.  Let a library subject specialist (http://library.osu.edu/sites/collections/) advise you about this.

6. No matter what database you’re using, if the full text of the article is available electronically through the library you’ll be able to connect to it with a single click.  In other words, you don’t have to use an EBSCO database to connect to articles provided by EBSCO, or JSTOR’s database to connect to articles provided by JSTOR. Everything is interconnected.

7. How do you find out if an article you need is available online or in print at OSU? Click on the “Find It” icon.

8. If the article is neither available online nor in print at OSU, you can request an article through Interlibrary Services. You’ll need to register for an account the first time, but after that it’s quick, easy, and free. This will take a few days so be sure to plan ahead.
9. If you’re ever asked to pay for something, you probably made a wrong turn somewhere. Contact the library and ask for help.

10. Don’t waste hours not finding what you need. Call, stop by, email or IM a librarian and ask for help. 
11. If you’re not receiving as much help as you need from a library staff member or student assistant, feel free to ask for a referral to a librarian. 
HAPPY RESEARCHING!
