Searching 101: Same Search, Different Database
In this exercise, you will be:

1. Choosing a research idea
2. Writing your own research statement based on your chosen research idea
3. Identifying the important components of your research statement

4. Creating a list of search words on which you will base your various searches

5. Searching Google, OSCAR, and Academic Search Complete using multiple search statements you will create using your list of keywords
6. Identifying new information gathered from search results

1. Choosing a research idea
Choosing a research idea can sometimes feel like a predetermined act; there are those tried-and-true topics that we gravitate toward time and time again, never really looking outside of the box. Remember, though, that the more interesting the idea is to you – whether it’s been done a million times or hardly at all – the more fruitful and exciting your search will be.

Based on class discussions and the online tutorial, choose a research idea.
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2. Writing your own research statement

A research statement is a phrase that helps you in defining your search parameters. It is a bit more specific than your chosen research idea, because it takes that idea and narrows its focus. For example:

Research idea:


Female oppression

Research statement:
Sites of female resistance and rebellion in literature of the Victorian period

[image: image2.wmf] Write a research statement based on your research idea from question 1:
3. Identifying the components of your research statement

According to the online tutorial, research statements have two basic components – main concepts and aspects. Main concepts are usually nouns rather than verbs, or adverbs, or adjectives; aspects (things like time and place) can be helpful in focusing your topic. For example:
Research idea:


Female oppression
Research statement:
Sites of female resistance and rebellion in literature of the Victorian period

Main concepts:
female, resistance, rebellion

Aspects:
Victorian period

[image: image3.wmf] What are the main concepts and aspects of the research statement you created in step 2?
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4. Creating a list of search words
Creating a list of search words can be fun and informative. Remember to think in terms of “broad, narrow, narrowest” when thinking of possibilities. For example:
Research idea:


Female oppression

Research statement:
Sites of female resistance and rebellion in literature of the Victorian period

Main concepts:
female, resistance, rebellion

Aspects:
Victorian period
A. Broad term – “female”

a. Narrow terms – woman, girl, lady, feminine, gentlewoman, matron, maiden

B. Broad term – “resistance”

a. Narrow terms – opposition, combat, defiance, fight, refusal, struggle, disobedience

C. Broad term – “rebellion”

a. Narrow terms – dissent, insubordination, nonconformity, revolt, revolution, agitation

If you find yourself stumped for ideas, using a dictionary and/or a thesaurus can lead to more productive results. (http://www.dictionary.com is a good starting place)
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5. Searching Google, OSCAR, and Academic Search Complete
Now the search(es) can begin! To refresh your memory, let’s review the Boolean and mathematical operators:

AND / (+):
requires ALL of the search words to be present in the results

OR:

finds ANY of the search words in results

NOT / (-):
ELIMINATES words from results

“ ” (quotes):
finds all words within quotes in EXACT ORDER

ADJ:

finds both words next to each other, in ANY ORDER

NEAR:

finds both words near each other, in ANY ORDER

( ):
used to group words together in order to link synonyms or related terms for each of your search concepts into a cluster using the OR operator

*:
used to include variant forms of search words (for example, “femin*” would find feminine and femininity)

Using your search words and the information you’ve learned so far, begin building your search statements. Try to come up with at least three different search statements per search engine. For example:

Google search 1:
female AND oppression “Victorian literature”
Google search 2:
feminine (nonconformity OR combat) “nineteenth century literature”
Google search 3:
women AND insubordination NOT revolt (Victorian ADJ England)
OSCAR search 1:
(woman OR lady OR female) struggle “Victorian England”
OSCAR search 2:
girl AND defian* “Victorian literature”
OSCAR search 3:
female AND dissent “nineteenth century England”
ASC search 1:

(woman OR women OR girl) disobedience “Victorian literature”
ASC search 2:

femin* (agitation OR fight) “nineteenth century England”
ASC search 3:

girl AND (opposition OR revolution) “Victorian literature”
[image: image5.wmf] Start with Google (http://www.google.com):

Search statement 1:
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Search statement 3:












Were your search results promising? List at least three interesting results:

[image: image6.wmf] Now move on to the OSU Library Catalog (http://library.ohio-state.edu/search):
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Search statement 3:












List at least three interesting results:

[image: image7.wmf] Finally, search with Academic Search Complete (to access ASC, go to the OSU Library homepage at http://www.library.osu.edu and click on “Research Databases,” then type in “Academic Search Complete” in the “Find a database” box, then click “FIND”; finally, click on the “Academic Search Complete [Selected Articles in Full Text]” link):
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Search statement 3:












List at least three interesting results:

6. Identifying new information

Many times, the best search terms and phrases are only found after attempting several preliminary searches. Always keep your eye out for interesting and different search terms for you to add to your list.
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Now share your results with a classmate! Check to see what they did differently, and what you may be able to incorporate into your own searches in the future.
HAPPY SEARCHING!
