Better Searching: The Art of Refining
In this exercise, you will be given a sample research idea and asked to do the following:

1. Write a research statement based on your sample research idea
2. Identify the important components of your research statement

3. Creating a list of search words on which you will base your various searches

4. Using the “Advanced Search” option in Google, OSCAR, and Academic Search Complete to construct search parameters based on setting limits
Your research idea
Your instructor will give you a sample research idea. This research idea will be used throughout this exercise.
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1. Writing your own research statement

A research statement is a phrase that helps you in defining your search parameters. It is a bit more specific than your chosen research idea, because it takes that idea and narrows its focus. For example:

Research idea:


Corporate environmentalism
Research statement:
Different ways in which big corporations in our society respond to requests to be more environmentally conscious
[image: image2.wmf] Write a research statement based on your research idea from question 1:

2. Identifying the components of your research statement

According to the online tutorial, research statements have two basic components – main concepts and aspects. Main concepts are usually nouns rather than verbs, or adverbs, or adjectives; aspects (things like time and place) can be helpful in focusing your topic. For example:

Research idea:


Corporate environmentalism
Research statement:
Different ways in which big corporations in our society respond to requests for more environmental and social awareness
Main concepts:
Corporations, environmental awareness, social awareness
Aspects:
“in our society” (current timeframe, meaning “today”)
[image: image3.wmf] What are the main concepts and aspects of the research statement you created in step 2?

Main concepts:












Aspects:













3. Creating a list of search words

Creating a list of search words can be fun and informative. Remember to think in terms of “broad, narrow, narrowest” when thinking of possibilities. For example:

Research idea:


Corporate environmentalism
Research statement:
Different ways in which big corporations in our society respond to requests for more environmental and social awareness
Main concepts:
Corporations, environmental awareness, social awareness
Aspects:
“in our society” (current timeframe, meaning “today”)

A. Broad term – “corporation”

a. Narrow terms – business, company, factory, organization, association, enterprise
B. Broad term – “environmental awareness”

a. Narrow terms – ecology, environmental management, environmental impact, environmental policy
C. Broad term – “social”

a. Narrow terms – society, culture, community, collective
If you find yourself stumped for ideas, using a dictionary and/or a thesaurus can lead to more productive results. (http://www.dictionary.com is a good starting place)

[image: image4.wmf] Based on your own research statement, create a list of at least twenty (20) search terms:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


4. Using the “Advanced Search” option to search Google, OSCAR, and Academic Search Complete
Note: If you would like to view sample screenshots of the following searches, please see Better Searching - Screenshots.doc (see your instructor if you have questions about accessing this document).
In this step, we will focus on how setting limits in the “Advanced Search” option in several different databases can lead to different results. These results will be more or less fruitful, depending on what you are looking for; you will have to determine the usefulness of the results based on your own goals.

Let’s start with Google Advanced Search. Go to http://www.google.com (view Screenshot 1).

Click on the “Advanced Search” link, to the right of the search box (view Screenshot 2).
By modifying different search limits within this page, it is possible to come up with numerous search parameters using a variety of different search terms. For instance, using our example from above, we can create the following search parameters (see Screenshot 3):
Find results with all of the words:
female oppression

Find results with the exact phrase:
Victorian Literature

Language – Return pages written in:
English

Domain – Only return results from:
.edu
Notice the following:

· We’ve typed “female oppression” in the “Find results with all of the words” text box. This means our results will contain both the word “female” and the word “oppression,” BUT NOT NECESSARILY IN THAT ORDER, OR IN THE SAME VICINITY.

· We’ve typed “Victorian Literature” in the “Find results with the exact phrase” text box. This ensures that these words will appear together in our results.

· We’ve changed the “Language” search parameter to include only results written in English.

· We’ve changed the “Date” search parameter to include only those web pages seen in the past 6 months. REMEMBER: Newer information doesn’t necessarily mean better information! It depends on your specific goals.

· We’ve changed the “Domain” search parameter to include only those results from “.edu” domains. The goal in doing this is to focus more specifically on scholarly work.
Now the search(es) can begin!

[image: image5.wmf] Using your search terms from step 4, create your own Google Advanced Search (http://www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en):

What search terms are you using?









What limiting parameters will you set (try different combinations before writing your answer. You do not need exactly 3)?

Limiting parameter 1:










Limiting parameter 2:










Limiting parameter 3:










Were your search results promising? List at least three interesting results:

Now we’ll move on to the OSU Library Catalog. The “Advanced Search” screen may look a bit different, but the idea is the same. First, we’ll go to the OSU Library Catalog search page (http://library.ohio-state.edu/search) (view screenshot 4).
Click on the “Use advanced search” link (see screenshot 5).
Notice the following:

· Many of the limiting parameters can be chosen via a dropdown menu. Make sure to investigate each dropdown menu to see how that may benefit your current search. For instance, the “Any Field” parameter can be limited to Author, Title, Subject, or Note. Likewise, all of the Boolean operators are offered in the “And” dropdown menu.
· You can limit your search by Location. For instance, if you are only interested in items located in Women’s Studies, you can choose “WMN – Women’s Studies” from the Location list.

· You can limit by Material Type. If you are only looking for books, you can specify this parameter here.

· Like in Google Advanced Search, you can limit by language.

· You can choose the way in which your results are sorted – by relevance, by date, or by title. For instance, if you are only interested in those results published within the last two years, sorting by date would be helpful.

[image: image6.wmf] Using your search terms from step 4, create your own OSU Library Catalog Advanced Search (http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/X):
What search terms are you using?










What limiting parameters will you set (try different combinations before writing your answer. You do not need exactly 3)?

Limiting parameter 1:










Limiting parameter 2:










Limiting parameter 3:










Were your search results promising? List at least three interesting results:

Finally, we’ll perform an Advanced Search using Academic Search Complete. To access ASC, go to the OSU Library homepage at http://www.library.osu.edu and click on “Research Databases,” then type in “Academic Search Complete” in the “Find a database” box, then click “FIND”; finally, click on the “Academic Search Complete [Selected Articles in Full Text]” link) (see screenshot 6).
Academic Search Complete provides many different ways to limit your search parameters.

Notice the following:

· Similar to the OSU Library Advanced Search, you have the option of limiting based on “Fields.” The dropdown menu entitled “Search a Field (optional)” gives you the option to search based Author, Title, Journal Name, etc.

· If you are only interested in finding full-text articles, you can check the “Full Text” checkbox. This might help if you are in a time crunch and do not have the option of waiting for a book/article to arrive.

· You can limit your search based on publication date. Again, this helps if you know you are specifically looking for older/newer material.

· Language, as always, is a viable limiter.

· You can also limit based on the document type. Some options are Interview, Editorial, Entertainment Review, or Speech.

[image: image7.wmf] Using your search terms from step 4, create your own Academic Search Complete Advanced Search (see above for directions on how to access ASC through the OSU Library homepage):

What search terms are you using?










What limiting parameters will you set (try different combinations before writing your answer. You do not need exactly 3)?

Limiting parameter 1:










Limiting parameter 2:










Limiting parameter 3:










Were your search results promising? List at least three interesting results:

Remember to always take the opportunity to share any helpful ideas with your instructor and your classmates. You never know when you might learn something new!

HAPPY SEARCHING!
